IV.

.TRAITS.

BETWEEN* the toy of thirteen, setting out to seek
his fortune with a teamster in Ohio, and the young
assistant professor at West Point, there has come a
great change. Four years of study, of discipline, of
association with young men who have been gathered
from town and country alike, have given him enlarged
ideas; his manners have been gradually furbished
with his accoutrements, and his brain strengthened
and polished in his classes. And now before follow-
ing him further it may be well to glance at his char-
acteristics, with a view to discovering what promise
there is in him.

The post at West Point was one of the pleasantest
in the army. The families of professors, officers, and
others residing there and thereabouts formed an at-
tractive society. There was boating and driving in
summer, and skating and sleighing and general merry-
making in winter. Mitchel was naturally socially
disposed, and entered into such recreations with zest
Yet after partaking of all these pleasures, and giving
the required time to his section of cadets, the day
furnished hours for other purposes. He commenced
the study of the law, in order to have a profession to
fall back upon in case he should not care to follow
that of a soldier.

While thus occupied he kept a diary.   It may beer
